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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEGS, CA 

SUBJ: LOS: SEA-BED NICKEL MINING 

1 . EXTAFE LEGAL ADVISER COPITHORNE TOLD POLCOUNS JULY 2 THAT 
HE DOUBTED CANADA AND U.S. WOULD BE ABLE RESOLVE DIFEERENCES 
OVER SEA-BED NICKEL MINING BY OPENING OE NEXT LOS SESSION. 

AS RESULT OE JUNE 16 MEETING, GOC HAS CLEARER VIEW OF U.S. 
POSITION. IT WAS UNFORTUNATE THAT CANADA HAD NOT BEEN ABLE 
TO BE IN ON DISCUSSIONS OE SEA-BED MINING WHICH TOOK PLACE 
IN NEW YORK PRIOR TO ANNOUNCEMENT OF U.S. PROPOSAL: HAD THEY 
BEEN, IT WOULD HAVE GIVEN MORE TIME TO RESOLVE ISSUE. 

2. COPITHORNE WAS ERANK IN STATING THAT NON-CONSULTATION 
PROBLEM IN NEW YORK WAS NOW SEEN TO HAVE STEMMED EROM A 
CLASH OF U.S. AND CANADIAN PERSONALITIES. PEOPLE IN OTTAWA 
ARE NOW CONVINCED THAT PERSONAL ANIMOSITY RESULTED IN THEIR 
MAN CROSBY BEING "BLACK-BALLED" EROM SEA-BED MINING MEETINGS 
U.S. HELD WITH LDC LAND-BASED MINING COUNTRIES. NOT ONLY 

HAD USDEL MADE IT CLEAR CROSBY WAS PERSONA NON GRATA, 

BUT HAD EVEN GONE SO FAR AS TO SUGGEST THAT PAUL LAPOINTE 
WOULD BE MORE ACCEPTABLE TO U.S. IN THAT JOB. 

3. COPITHORNE MADE IT CLEAR THAT THERE IS NO WAY 
CANADA CAN ALLOW U.S. OR ANYBODY ELSE TO DICTATE WHO 
SHOULD REPRESENT IT ON COMMITTEE I. THUS WE ARE STUCK 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 OTTAWA 02753 0721 19Z 

EOR THE NEXT LOS SESSION WITH THE SAME PERSONALITY DIS- 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


HARMONY, AS WELL AS POSITIONS THAT ARE SUBSTANTIVELY 
INCOMPATIBLE AND APPARENTLY IRRECONCILABLE. THERE IS 
UNFORTUNATELY NO DATA BASE EXPERTS CAN AGREE ON: INDEED, 
WE ARE IN ANOMALOUS POSITION WHERE CANADA SUPPORT ITS 
POSITION WITH U.S. BUREAU OF MINES STATISTICS WHILE U.S. 
DEFENDS ITS POSITION USING CANADIAN STATISTICS. COPI- 
THORNE DID NOT SEE HOW ANOTHER MEETING COULD OVERCOME 
THESE DIFFERENCES AND FELT WE WOULD HAVE TO RESIGN OUR- 
SELVES TO ENTERING AUGUST LOS SESSION AGREEING TO DIS- 
AGREE. 

4. FYI. ABOVE CONVERSATION TOOK PLACE WHEN POLCOUNS 
DELIVERED JUNE 23 LETTER FROM KATZ TO TOWE ENCLOSING 
MINUTES OF JUNE 16 MEETING. 
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